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The establishment of the International Association
of Maritime Economists goes back to 1990s. After
several years of academic accumulation, two
conferences are organized in London and Rotterdam
(1991). These conferences developed the basis
for the official start-up. In 1992, most of scholars in
maritime economics research were attending to
World Conference on Transport Research in Lyon,
France. The first Inaugural Meeting of IAME is
organized on 2nd July, 1992 and Professor
Trevor Heaver made his presentation titled “The many
facets of maritime economics, in association”. The
initial governors of IAME are appointed as follows:
President
Professor Richard O. Goss, Cardiff University, UK
Secretary
Professor Henk Molenaar, Erasmus University,
Netherlands

The first president of IAME, Professor Richard Goss,
was, in his words, “at the origin of something truly
successful”. After 25 years, our distinguished
colleagues from Cardiff Business School, Peter
Marlow, Anthony Beresford, Wessam Abouarghoub
and Stephen Pettit, visited Richard Goss at his home
and asked some questions on behalf of us. The
following interview is shared with members of IAME.
We hope you find this historical record a guiding
light for the future of IAME and maritime economics
research. We would like to express our sincere thanks
to Gillian Goss, Richard’s wife, for her hospitality and
arrangements for this historic interview as well as
Professor Mary R. Brooks for her exceptional support.
Okan Duru
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the story of IAME

Going back to 1992, how did IAME get
started?
Richard Goss: As far as I can remember I was
greeted by a communication saying that an
International Association of Maritime Economists has
been formed and I was appointed as the president.
I was given no choice; there was no competition for
presidency and I was not consulted on the matter.
The term maritime economist1 was first used by
Eric Price. I remember that we wanted to form a
discussion group to present what we do; I
wanted to call it the shipping economist group, but
Eric Price suggested maritime economist group
pointing out the importance of ports economics and

that this is a subject people knew very little about.
As maritime economists we sought answers for
questions posed by practitioners. For example, a
question that we worried about for years was: What
should a port maximise?
What were the most challenging aspects of
getting IAME established?
Richard Goss: The challenges that IAME faced at
the start was the lack of funds and non-existence of
members.
It was a difficult time, no funds, no resources and
no supporting staff. We did not have any members
and at that time networking was difficult, so we
depended on the University of Wales Maritime
Studies department in Cardiff. The reason it started
at Cardiff is simply because I was a Cardiff professor
and used the maritime studies department to carry
out tasks because, this was the only way possible for
me to manage IAME at the beginning.

1 Goss, R., 2000. The Origins of the Term Maritime Economics. IJME, Vol. 2(4), pp. iii-iv.
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/mel/journal/v2/n4/pdf/ijme200021a.pdf
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In your opinion what helped IAME develop
and grow?
Richard Goss: : I am not sure, but I will assume
having conferences that later developed into international conferences.

Richard Goss: I feel proud of being at the origin of
something truly successful.

“

The first conference was part of a transport conference in Lyon and I remember that it coincided with
a transport strike, which was funny because people
couldn’t get to the meeting and arrived days late.
Peter Marlow: But the conferences got better with
more than 500 IAME members, these local based
conferences became more international and very
successful because people wanted to attend and
participate in these events, creating a global network
that developed into a community of academics and
practitioners. Some of the conferences now are
sponsored by corporations and hosted by universities.
Richard Goss: : I am delighted to know that there
are so many IAME members and very pleased to learn
of the success of IAME conferences.
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“I am delighted to know that there
are so many IAME members
and very pleased to learn of the
success of IAME conferences”
Richard Goss

Peter Marlow: It is a mystery how IAME
grew in what it is today, but you are right it is the
international conferences that people wanted to
attend and this created a global network that
developed and there were the subject groups as well.
For example your books such as, studies in maritime
economics, advanced maritime economics, and your
papers on the economics of ship size, cost benefit
analysis, all of these were the genesis of what IAME
stand for today.

“I feel proud of being at the
origin of something truly
successful”

Richard Goss

Do you still get the maritime and academic
journals?
Richard Goss: No, I have very little contact with the
industry, but obtain some academic journals and
always wondered why there is little research in
shipping done on economic rent and rent seeking.
What message would you have for young
researcher today?
Richard Goss: Find a good and interesting question
and study this question to a good depth.
If we asked you to think about your career,
what do you think is your legacy?
Richard Goss: I would like to think that my legacy is
a small number of papers which are objective. I think
this is good enough.

“

“Sorry I couldn’t be with you all
in Kuala Lumpur (IAME 2015)
but I want to wish you all a
successful conference and the
continued growth of IAME.”
Richard Goss

